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proved itself, it had been strong enough to
incite the employers to stubborn resistance
both in the political and the social sphere.
The narrow-minded and reactionary con-
servatism which is the stigma of every ruling
class in decline sprang from three roots.
One was the economic backwardness of
French industry, which had not yet reached
the stage where huge combines, through their
directors and lawyers, deal with big unions
of the men. In the Departement du Nord,
industrially the most important district of
France, relations between capital and labour
had only partially changed since the times
when Emile Zola described them in " Ger-
minal ". Another reason was that French
Labour, in spite of changing conditions,
had preserved a stock of traditional revolu-
tionary phraseology which was used alike by
the Communists, the Syndicalists (Trade
Unionists of the old school) and also by some
of the Socialists. In actual fact Labour's
organisation was just as backward as any-
thing else in French public life; the language
of its manifestoes, the methods of its propa-
ganda and also the social legislation which it
had secured were about forty years behind
their time. The third reason was that
Labour, though feeble in many spheres, still